Proclamations Proc. 7795

I hereby order that suitable honors be rendered by units of the Armed
Forces under orders of the Secretary of Defense.

I do further appoint Friday, June 11, 2004, as a National Day of Mourning
throughout the United States. I call on the American people to assemble
on that day in their respective places of worship, there to pay homage to
the memory of President Reagan. I invite the people of the world who share
our grief to join us in this solemn observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day of
June, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7795 of June 4, 2004
Great Outdoors Month, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

More than 200 years ago, Captains Meriwether Lewis and William Clark
embarked upon an expedition to explore uncharted lands and find passage
across the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific Ocean. During the Captains’ jour-
ney, their Corps of Discovery encountered remarkable landscapes, observed
wildlife, and traded with American Indians. Two years into his experience,
Captain Lewis was inspired by the beauty of a waterfall along the Missouri
River that he called in his journal, “the grandest sight I ever beheld.”
Today, the splendor of the great outdoors continues to inspire our citizens,
and a love of outdoor recreation remains a fundamental part of the Amer-
ican character. By observing Great Outdoors Month, we celebrate our com-
mitment to appreciating and protecting our natural wealth.

Outdoor recreation is an ideal way to exercise and enjoy memorable experi-
ences with family and friends, and all across our country are scenic places
that sports and nature enthusiasts can explore and help keep beautiful.
During Great Outdoors Month and throughout the year, I encourage Ameri-
cans to go camping, fishing, hunting, hiking, bird watching, boating, or to
participate in other outdoor activities that are part of a healthy lifestyle.

The true strength of our Nation lies in the hearts and souls of our citizens,
and I urge all Americans not only to visit our parks and recreation areas,
but also to volunteer their time and talents to help maintain the beauty of
our environment. Good stewardship of the environment is not just a per-
sonal responsibility, it is a public value; and citizens who lend a hand to
local parks and public lands are vital to the preservation of our Nation’s
many special places. Americans can take pride in the remarkable progress
we continue to make in conserving our environment and natural resources.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2004 as Great Outdoors
Month. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this month
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with appropriate ceremonies and activities and to participate in safe and
enjoyable outdoor recreation.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day of
June, in the year of our Lord two thousand four, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7796 of June 12, 2004
Flag Day and National Flag Week, 2004

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For more than 200 years, the American flag has served as a symbol of our
country’s enduring freedom and unity. Old Glory has welcomed genera-
tions of immigrants to America’s shores and is displayed proudly on
homes, at schools, and over businesses across our country. During times of
war, our flag has rallied our citizens to defend the blessings of liberty at
home and abroad. It has accompanied our troops into battle and been given
to grieving families at the grave sites of fallen heroes. Today, as our brave
men and women in uniform fight terrorism and advance freedom, the flag
inspires patriotism and pride across our Nation and around the world.

Each year on June 14, we honor the American flag and recall the adoption
of our first official national flag by the Continental Congress in 1777. The
first Flag Day observances began quietly in the 19th century as State and
local celebrations recognizing the anniversary of the Stars and Stripes. In-
spired by these patriotic gatherings, President Woodrow Wilson established
the first national observance by proclamation in 1916. To commemorate the
adoption of our flag, the Congress, by joint resolution approved August 3,
1949, as amended (63 Stat. 492), designated June 14 of each year as “Flag
Day” and requested that the President issue an annual proclamation calling
for its observance and for the display of the Flag of the United States on
all Federal Government buildings. The Congress also requested, by joint
resolution approved June 9, 1966, as amended (80 Stat. 194), that the Presi-
dent issue annually a proclamation designating the week in which June 14
occurs as ‘‘National Flag Week” and calling upon all citizens of the United
States to display the flag during that week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim June 14, 2004, as Flag Day and the week
beginning June 13, 2004, as National Flag Week. I direct the appropriate
officials to display the flag on all Federal Government buildings during that
week, and I urge all Americans to observe Flag Day and National Flag
Week by flying the Stars and Stripes from their homes and other suitable
places. I also call upon the people of the United States to observe with
pride and all due ceremony those days from Flag Day through Independ-
ence Day, also set aside by the Congress (89 Stat. 211), as a time to honor
America, to celebrate our heritage in public gatherings and activities, and
to publicly recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States
of America.
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